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to a short period: from early April to the end of July. Dur-
ing this period, three annual generations were recorded in
the Arava Valley. Towards the end of the summer larvae of
the last generation enters diapause, and the newly emerged
adults appear in late March or early April of the following
year. Damage is caused by the larvae, mainly to young
green fruits, and may result in 50 to 75% loss of the crop.
Several natural enemies, mainly parasitic wasps, attack the
moth’ larvae, but they are not considered efficient control
agents. Various chemical and microbial agents are also
used for control purposes.

Sex pheromone components of the lesser date moth were first
identified at the beginning of 2011. The identification enables
the use of pheromone traps as a sensitive tool for monitoring
the pest and evaluation of its phenology. So far, the connec-
tion between the seasonal activity of the moth and the resulting
damage of the pest is not completely clear. The understanding
of this correlation would help managing the pest in a rational
way. The precise composition of the pheromone is still not com-
plete and must be determined in order to apply the pheromone
in the most efficient, appropriate and cheapest way. M

Appl. Entomol. Zool. 42: 675-683.

12. Tabata J., Noguchi H., Kainoh Y., Mochizuki F., Sugie H.
(2007b): Sex pheromone production and perception in the mat-
ing disruption-resistant strain of the smaller tea leafroller moth,
Adoxophyes honmai. Entomol. Exp. Appl. 122: 145-153.

Lesser date moth, Batrachedra amydraula
Meyrick (Lepidoptera: Batrachedidae)
- Present situation
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The lesser date moth, Batrachedra amydraula Meyrick (Lepidop-
tera: Batrachedridae) is present in most of the date palm planta-
tions of the Middle East. In Israel, it was first observed in the Arava
Valley in the early 1970’, and gradually spread throughout most
of the date-growing plantations of the country. The appearance of
high populations of the moth causing economic damage is limited
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